NEWPORT  PAGNELL  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Newport  Pagnell  Rural  District  for  the  year  1939. 


Section  B  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  has  been  no  change  in  any  of  the  services  under  this  heading. 
EVACUATION 

Mr.’J.  C.  Nicholls  and  Captain  Alexander  acted  as  Deputy  Reception 
Officers  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  Divisions  of  the  District  respec¬ 
tively.  The  Evacuation  took  place  on  September  1st,  2nd  and  3^3.,  1939. 
The  numbers  evacuated  are  as-  follows 


Unaccompanied 

School 

Children, 

Teachers 

and 

Helpers 

Mothers 

Children 

with 

Mothers 

Northern  Area 

526 

73 

256 

356 

Southern  Area 

472 

46 

182 

310 

Totals 

998 

119  ' 

438 

666 

Numbers  remaining 
at  the  end  of  year 
for  whole  District 

6i  1 

68 

33 

58 

Section:  C'  SAN  I  TAR  Y  C IRCUMS  TANCES,  -  WATER 

Olney  Source 

The  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  water  supply  to  Hanslope  and 
Castlethorpe  was  nearing  completion  at  the  -end  of  the  year. 

At  Ravenstone  most  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  supply. 

Analysis  of  the  Water 

In  March  and  July,  samples  from  the  taps  of  houses  were  analysed. 

The  Analyst  reported  that  in  both  cases  the  water  was  of  a  high  degree 
of  bacterial  purity.  In  December,  during  the  time  of  flood,  a  sample 
of  the  raw  water  was  submitted  for  analysis.  It  was  reported  that  the 
water  was  satisfactory  but  not  of  first  class  bacterial  purity,  this 
sample  was  of  water  which  had  not  undergone  any  treatment. 

The  quantity  has  proved  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

Y/oburn  Sands  Source 


This  source  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Southern  Division 

The  schemes  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  at  Bradwell  and  Bow 
Brickhill  are  for  the  time  being  held  in  abeyance.  The  various 
scavenging  schemes  have  worked  well  during  the  year. 

.  1  . 


(Northern 


Northern  Division 


•  »' 


Lavendon. 

Offensiveness  of  sewer  ditches  still  continues  in  warm  weather. 
Owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  bed  of  the  ditches  the  drainage  becomes 
stagnant  and  offensive,  and  only  a  temporary  improvement  is  effected 
by  cleansing. 


Cast lethorpe 

The  drainage  of  the  village  discharges  into  various  outfall  ditches 
and  passes  through  a  septic  tank  near  the  river,  the  effluent  from  which 
is  at  times  offensive.  The  Ministry  of  Health  is  in  possession  of  plans 
for  sewers  in  this  village  with  a  view  to  a  local  enquiry.  All  public 
enquiries  into  applications  for  loans  for  Public  Works  of  this  kind  are 
suspended  until  the  end  of  the  war. 


The  schemes  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  Emberton, 
Lavendon,  Hanslope  and  Cast lethorpe  are  in  abeyance. 


4. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


1 .  General  : 


u 

it 

it 


No.  of  Inspections  .  ..... 

Complaints  received  .  .  .  .  .  .  , 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 

Notices  served.  Formal  . 

Informal  . . . . , 

Nuisances  abated  .  . 

by  persons  responsible  . 

by  Council  .  . 

Summonses  taken  out  . ,  . 

Convictions  .  . 


ti 

ti 


IN  UJL 

is! 


2.  House  Nuisances  : 

No. of  Roofs  repaired  . 

"  Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired 
Pavements  repaired  . . . 
Overcrowding  abated  .  . 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 
Other  house  defects  remedied 

3.  Drains,  W.  C.  fs  etc.  : 


it 

i» 

it 

it 


No.  of 

ti 


repaired,  ventilated 


it 

it 

i» 

it 

ii 


Drains  cleansed, 

New  drains  laid  _  . .  . 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  . 

W.C.’s  repaired  .  . 

W. C. ’s  supplied  with  water  formerly  without 

Earth  closets  repaired  . 

”  constructed  ..... 


Water  Supply  : 

All  houses  supplied  with  tap  water 

5*  Food  (Whole  District) 

Seizures  of  unsound  food 
Surrenders  of  unsound  food 
Weight  destroyed 

6.  Slaughter  Houses  (Whole  District) 

No. on  Register 
of  Inspections 
"  Defects  found 
"  "  Defects  remedied 

7.  Bakehouses  (Whole  District) 


Southern 

Northern 

Division 

Division. 

2,560 

3,313 

34 

44 

250 

801 

6 

92 

383 

21  2 

854 

21  2 

854 

— 

— 

- 

- 

“ 

18 

45 

4 

23 

10 

18 

5 

1 

2 

18 

159 

100 

19 

82 

2 

62 

6 

60 

3 

13 

- 

58 

10 

10 

— 

3 

108 

50 

nil 

10 

1 3cwt . 88lbs. 


12 
198 
12 
1  2 


No.  on 

"  of 

ii  ii 


it 


ii 


Register 
Inspections 
Defects  found 
”  remedied 


11 

84 

13 

13 


(  8. 


8.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops;  (Whole  District) 

No.  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register 

"  ”  Cowkeepers  on  Register  . 

"  M  Inspections  .  . 

”  "  Defects  found  .  . 

H  M  "  remedied .  . 

9.  Factories  and  Workshops  (Whole  District)  : 

No.  on  Register  .  . 

"  of  Inspections  .  . 

”  ’•  Defects  found  .  . 

M  "  "  remedied .  . 


97 

216 

304 

262 

262 


95 

157 

56 

56 


1  0.  Various 


Southern  Northern. 
Division  Division 


Visits  to  infected  houses  , . 

Houses  disinfected  . 

Lodging  House  visits  . 

No.  of  defects  remedied . 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Ashbins  provided  . 

Building  Byelaws  contravened 
Inspection  under  Building  Byelaws 

Sewer  Ditches  cleansed  . 

Public  Wells  repaired  . 

Water  Service  pipes  repaired 
"  Branch  "  " 

Shops  Inspected  . 

New  Houses  erected.,  private 
Evacuation  •  ..... 

A. R. P. (Rescue  and  Demolition) 
Committees  and  Conferences 


26 

37 

4 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

63 

5 

59 

— 

51 

— 

480 

11 

48 

2 

- 

2 

— 

21 

— 

296 

24 

237 

87 

70 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
includ. Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

&  Lambs. 

Pigs 

No. killed  (if  known) 

No . Inspected 

163 

7 

398 

354 

All  diseases  except  T* B. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcase  of  which  some  par 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.  B. 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole 
carcases  condemned 
Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condmd. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  T.  B. 

•t 

3 

4 

1 

2 

Section  D 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  the  .Council  prepared  a  programme  for  the  erection  of 
houses  for  agricultural  workers  and  to  deal  with  slum  clearance,  and 
overcrowding. 

Contracts  were  obtained  for  the  erection  of  s- 

4  Houses  .at  Hanslope 
8  Houses  at  Castlethorpe 
24  Houses  at  Olney 
8  Houses  at  Bov/  Brickhill 


3 


(Work  was 


Work  was  commenced  on  the  erection  of  4  of  the  houses  at  Castlethorpe 
and  8  at  Olney.  War  was  declared  on  September  3rd  with  the  result 
that  further  building  operations  were  cancelled.  The  Council  were 
allowed  to  carry  on  with  the  1  2  houses  that  had  been  commenced  and  the 
work  was  still  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

RURAL  WORKERS  ACT 


Several  applications  were  received  for  the  re-conditioning  of  cottages 
under  the  above  Act  and  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  following 
parishes 

1  at  Bradwell 
3  at  Olney 

1  at  Walton 

2  at  Great  Linford 

2  at  Castlethorpe 

3  at  Hans  lope 

Grants  were  approved  for  the  erection  of  agricultural  cottages  under 
the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions  Act,  1938)?  as  follows 

2  at  Cold  Brafield 
2  at  Gayhurst 

1 .  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(l)  a.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 


house  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  -  .  821 

b.  No. of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1 ,550 

(2)  a.  No. of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-heading 

(l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932  -  126 

b.  No. of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  278 

(3)  No. of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  .  21 

(4)  No. of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  -  288 


2.  REMEDY  of  DEFECTS  during  the  year  without  service 

 of  formal  Notices  


No. of  Defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  403 

3*  ACTION  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  1 6  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1936. 

(1)  No. of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs .  64 

(2)  "  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notices  .  44 

a.  By  Owners  .....  44 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  193&. 
(l)  No. of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made  .....  5 

(2)  No. of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  3 


(  4. 


.  4 


4 


HOUSING-  ACT,  1936-  Part  1 V.  OVERCROWDING-. 


(a)  1.  No. of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  year 

2.  No. of  families  dwellin g  therein 

3.  No. of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  No. of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . 

(c)  1.  No. of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  . 

2.  No. of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ..... 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report 

Section  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


32 

32 

162 


5 


3 

19 


None 


During  the  year  close  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  all  other  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold.  Particulars  of  the  number  of  each  class  inspected 
may  be  of  interest 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 

Slaughter  Houses  . 

Pood  Preparing  Places  (including 

Ice  Cream  Shops)  . 

Bakeries  . 

296  Inspections  of  Shops  were  made. 


304 

Inspections 

198 

it 

274 

it 

54 

Section  F. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  I 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  year  1939* 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

Diphtheria 

9 

7 

Pneumonia 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

OpthalmiG  Neonatorum 

1 

Measles  (since  October) 

35 

- — 

SCARLET  FEVER 

The  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  following  parishes 


Milton  Keynes  .  1 

Wavendon  1 

Olney  1 

Stoke  Goldington . . 1 


4 


DIPHTHERIA 


Woburn  Sands  .  1 

Lavendon  3 

Great  Linford  .  3 

Olney  1 

Weston  Underwood . . 1 


R 

•  ^ 


9 


(Pneumonia 


PNEUMONIA 


Olney  3 

Hans  lope  .  1 

Havers  ham  . 1 


5 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 


Haver  sham.  .  1 

Old  Bradwell. . . .  1 


2 


ERYSIPELAS 

Little  Brickhill  1 
Hans  lope  1_ 

2 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHAROICA 
Woburn  Sands  ...  1  aged  60 

OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
Woburn  Sands  ...  1  aged  6  weeks 

MEASLES 


Astwood  .  5 

Woo Is tone  .  8 

Chicheley  .  3 

Moulsoe  .  1 

Sherington  .  4 

Willen  .  1 

Ravenstone  .  3 

Lathbury  .  3 

Great  Linford.  .  .  1 

Pilgrave  . 6 


35 

NON- NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

MUMPS 

A  few  cases  of  Mumps  occurred  in  the  spring  in  Castlethorpe ,  Bow 
Brickhill  and  Woughton. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Here  again  cases  occurred  during  the  spring  in  Old  Bradwell,  Castle- 
thorpe,  North  Crawley  and  Hanslope. 


6 


(Table  II 


TABLE  II 


DISEASE 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia  ’ 

Age 

Period 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

1 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Admitted 

Hospital 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Admitted 

Hospital 

Under  1 

yr. 

1-2  years 

2-3 

11 

1 

1 

3-4 

if 

4-5 

it 

2 

2 

5-10 

it 

3 

1 

3 

2 

10  -  15 

tt 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

it 

1 

1 

3 

IV) 

o 

1 

Vx 

VJ) 

it 

1 

1 

1 

■1 

1 

35  -  45 

tt 

1 

1 

45  -  65 

11 

1 

2 

Over  65 

it 

Total 

4 

2 

9 

7 

5 

- 

2 

— 

2 

2 

TABLE  III 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Period 

New  ( 

Pulmonary 

3ases 

Non-Pulmonary 

III 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

3 

5-10  " 

1 

10  -  15  ” 

15  -  20  ” 

20  -  25  " 

25  -  35 " 

1 

1 

1 

35  -  45  " 

45  -  55  " 

55  -  65  " 

Over  65  M 

Total 

1 

1 

5 

CPiAS,  H.  F 

.  BAILEY, 

Medical 

Officer  of 

Health 

July  22nd,  1940 


